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Summer Camp 2013
(July 26th - August 2nd)

God has clearly blessed the accumulating effect of UTSS on the lives of PWA in Tanzania since 
2008. It is nothing short of astonishing. This was clearly evident in our most recent trip where 
we ran the first ever Summer Camp for kids with albinism. We also participated in the grand 
opening ceremonies of Tanzania’s first sunscreen production unit.



The goal for Summer Camp 2013 was very simple; we 
wanted each of the 150 kids to encounter a rich sense 
of their personal value as human beings. This theme 
was put into the words “GOD VALUES ME” or “Mungu 
Ananithamini” (Swahili). Every hat and t-shirt at camp 
carried this message as did the lips and actions of 
each volunteer while we played with the kids for 10 
days. It was also a constant chant that could be heard 
throughout the days of camp. 

The camp came at a perfect time in the lives of our Education Scholarship Fund (ESF) kids. In 
2008 it would have been impossible for these same children to participate meaningfully, let 
alone thrive in this environment. Now they were full of laughter, creativity, intelligence, English 
language skills and talent beyond what we could have imagined. Our next camp will include 
a “PWA Got Talent” program since so many 
of the kids spontaneously offered to show 
us their abilities. They are BRILLIANT!! It is 
clear to us that these kids are already taking 
their rightful place in many aspects of their 
society. 

Each camp day consisted of rotations 
through 5 different activities. The art, music 
and drama stations were run by Tanzanian 
University instructors who volunteered 
their time. The sports and English stations 
were run by North Americans but each 
activity enjoyed the shared leadership of both Tanzanian (20) and North American (21) 
volunteers. This is the first event we’ve seen where Tanzanian citizens volunteered time to 
work alongside their fellow citizens with albinism. 

CLICK TO WATCH



Art
Some of the kids 
are true artists. 
One highlight was 
watching Emmanuel 
Festo who, at the age 
of 7, was attacked 
by a machete on 
November 12, 2007. 
He is a true artist 
whose talents seem 
unhindered by the 
fact that he has no 
hands. 

Music
The kids were taught music 
on traditional Tanzanian 
instruments. Emmanuel 
Festo’s artistic abilities also 
include music where again 
his talents seem unhindered 
by the fact that he has no 
hands. 

Emmanuel’s painting
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Drama

A highlight in the drama class was improvisation. Interestingly, the two guys in the pictures 
were doing a comedy sketch depicting witchdoctors and PWA. 

Sports

Sports consisted primarily of hockey which brought 
a nice Canadian touch to the camp. Emmanuel Festo 
insisted on playing hockey 
as well and did a great job 
of tending goal. Nobody 
was too young or disabled 
to get in on the action. Click 
on the video link below to 
get in on some first day of 
camp hockey action!
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Emmanuel



English Corner 

All of the campers are in our ESF program and thus 
in English Medium Schools. What surprised us is how 
fluent and comfortable 
most of them are with the 
English language. The class 
included learning through 
music, PowerPoint, and 
spontaneous speeches in 
front of their peers. 

Unique Camp Moments 

Twister

On a cloudless second day of camp, while everyone was 
having lunch, a rare twister swept through the campgrounds 
destroying the main meeting tent. Brady Ash was the only 
one in the tent at the time preparing for the next hockey 
match. He made a running dive out of the tent which 
thankfully only resulted in a minor injury. God’s protecting 

h a n d was clearly felt that day by all. 

Mwigulu

Mwigulu Matonange is a 10 year old boy who was 
attacked on February 15, 2013. Since then he has 
joined our ESF program and thus our summer 
camp. It was amazing to see how much he came 
out of his shell through the camp experience. 
Apparently his newfound confidence stayed with 
him as he returned to the residential school. 

AFTER

BEFORE



Adam

Adam Robert has returned to Tanzania and been reunited 
with his brother Salum. He had spent five months in 
Canada last year, where he underwent a toe to thumb 
transplant surgery due to a machete attack which 
was orchestrated by his father. The brothers attended 
Summer Camp 2013 together and were surprised by a 
special reunion when their mother and uncle showed up 
at camp for a visit. 

Mafalda & Skin Screenings

Mafalda Soto, the Spanish pharmacist who is the 
operations manager of the local sunscreen production 
unit also attended camp. Throughout the days she met 
with every camper individually assisted by our Canadian 
volunteer nurse. Taking thorough notes about the skin 
condition of each child, she also followed up on their use 
of the sunscreen lotion she had previously provided and 
offered each camper a new supply. 

Grand Opening of CUPWA 

On July 24, 2013, just two days before camp started, 
the Care Unit for Persons with Albinism (CUPWA) had 
the official grand opening of their new sunscreen 
production facilities. It is the first of its kind in 
Tanzania. UTSS is a major 
financial sponsor and 
thanks to Mafalda Soto, 
the construction of 
the building and the 
installation of equipment 

was done in record time. The facility is now fully functional and at 
the moment it is able to supply 2000 PWA with sunscreen annually. 
We hope these numbers will increase in time, but even more so, we hope that the Tanzanian 
government will see this project as a model to be replicated in several other locations 

throughout the country for their citizens with albinism.



The need is still great!!

Visit us at www.underthesamesun.com or 

   www.facebook.com/underthesamesun   

You Can Change a Child’s Life

A special thanks to all previous donors.
We at Under The Same Sun cherish your partnership in this life-changing venture.

Remember to tell family and friends that...

Conclusion

This trip left all of us at UTSS extremely grateful 
to God for all the progress in Tanzania and very 
hopeful in the future of our kids with albinism in 
the ESF program.

What a gift Pastor Brad Sumner was. He initiated 
the idea of Summer 
Camp 2013 and 
organized the North 
American volunteer 
program as well as 
the camp program. 

Thanks also to all 
the volunteers from Canada, USA and Tanzania. 
Your love and involvement was priceless as every 
day you put skin on the words “God Values Me” for 
each of the kids at Summer Camp 2013. 

$29.00 per month provides one of our students with albinism 
much needed medicine, personal items and clothing. 
$135.00 per month funds the tuition, boarding fees, textbooks 
and all personal costs for one of our students.
A one time gift of $50.00 – or any amount - will be used where the 
need is greatest in our education programs.  Please get involved 
and change a child’s life!
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