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TOTAL DEATHS DOCUMENTED TO DATE (Tanzania): 71
TOTAL DEATHS DOCUMENTED (Rest of Africa): 35
MUTILATIONS & ATTEMPTED MURDER (Tanzania): 29
MUTILATIONS & ATTEMPTED MURDER (Rest of Africa): 03
GRAVE ROBBERIES (Tanzania): 17

TOTAL ATTACKS TO DATE (Africa): 155
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Abbreviations

HPSHermanskyPudlak Syndrome

IDP: Internally Displaced Persons

NGO: NorGovernmental Organizations
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OCA: Oculocutaneous Albinism

PWA: Persafs)with albinism

UN: United Nations
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UTSS: Under The Same Sun

Definition (s)

Children: Persons who afié8 years and youngegrer Article 1 of the UN CRC

Accessibility

We have generally producedtis report in large printo enhance readability for PWA
and other persons with low visionf this reportis inaccessibléor a particular person
or purpose please contact UTSS to discuss how we can be of assistance.
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About This Report

This report was written for the UN Special Representative of the Secr€mgral on
Violence agaist Children, Mme. Marta Santd2ais The intent of the report is to
present a detailed and comprehensive overview of the situation in Tanzania
concerning persons living with albinism (PWA), particularly children. It is hoped that
the report will assist Ms. Santos Pais in her mandate andrten violence against
children.

The report is also for the general perusal of all UN bodies and@tmernmental
Organizations NGOs).It is the hge of Under The Same Sun (UT8@} it will

contribute to the raising of awareness on the plight of Péwhe continent and that
efforts will be pursued with speed and compassitin end the killings of, and
discrimination againd?WA

Data and evidence in this report amt only from credible media sources and
academic research o$cholars; hey are also based on the research and field
observation of UTS& an organizationn the ground inTanzania.

It is because we are based in Tanzathat this reportfocuses on that @untry. Yet,

some anecdtal evidence has been gathered froemcounterswith other PWA from

other countries through seffeports, meetings atconferences, and our cross
continentaladvocacy effortsAs suchwe are able to provide somalbeit relatively
limited information from other parts of the region osub-SaharanAfrica Initial
comparisons of PWA experiences in Tanzania and outside of it strongly indicate that
Tanzania appears to be a microcosm for the issues that PWA generally face
throughoutthe region

Therefore the Tanzania-focus in this report should not lead to a conclusion that the
bulk of the issues PWA face are isolated to Tanzania. Rather, all parallel references
to other countries in the region should be some indication that the problems PWA
face, while highlighted in Tanzania, is one that exists beyond that country’s borders
— thus warranting international response from the UN.

Peter W. Ashi-ounder& CEO
Under TheSame Sun
Vancouver, Canada
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Executive Summary

Albinismin humansis the absence of melanin or colour in any orodlthe LIS NR 2 y Q
skin, hair and eyes. It is a wonldde genetic trait affecting all races and genddts
results in thebirth of a childwhose appearance is markedly palmostly white)
compared to both peents.

In countries where the population has dagkloured skin, hair and eyeBWAstand
out easily making them easyrtgets of taunts, discriminatioanddangerous myth.

In Tanzania and several parts of Africa, some of these myths are Fataexample,
the myth that the body parts of a PWA can, when mixed in witchcraft potions, lead to
wealth and other desirables.

Since 2007, belief ithese mythshas resulted in ¥ documenteddeaths in Tanzania,
38 attacks including deaths wther African countries 32 attempted murderswith
some victims left mutilateash Tanzaniand other parts of Africa; antl7 documented
grave robberiesn Tanzania Children are the majority of victims targeted and killed
with roughlytwo-thirds of recorded murderbeing children.

Since 2008, the umber of recorded killings seemensh a decline. Yet there are
challenges that prevent celebration over this apparent decline. First, freedom of the
press in the region is generally po@econd,police investigations dten corrupt,

lacks will and support as most informargad some policdear witchdoctors Third

the use of witchcraft in a country like Tanzania is so deeply etched in the minds and
practices of the people that efforts to thwawtitchcraft practiceis dten a very steep
climb. Fourth, the killing of PWA, particularly children often takglace in illicit
settings: by the midvife shortly afterthe birth of such a child, onbthe poisoning of

the child or by other actions ofrelatives. The participain of family in the death of a
child with albinismmeans thatthe primary caregiver and source of information of the
OKAfR A& dzyf A1 Sfte G2 NBLI2 NI Fiitk Sostddathd R Q2
occur in rural parts where information gatherire;d infrastructure is poorg thus
providing cover to criminal activity.
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These challenges can be reduced and eventually surmounted by the efforts of the
national government in preventing and prosecuting crime, as well as providing
adequate protection to lteir citizens with albinismA census is a crucial first step

this regardbut comes with the risk of exposing the location of PWA to profiteers of
attacks against PWAA safe and secure system cha developed and safeguarded
with the help ofthe UN.

Other ways in which th&JN and other international bodies could be of particular
assistancds putting pressureon national government to quickly prosecute crimes
against PWA, assist public educatiorschemesabout albinism to courdr dangerous
myths,and support displaced PWA.
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1.

Albinism : Definition, Challenges

and Some S olutions

1.1

1.2

Definition

Albinism is a rare, neoontagious,genetically inherited condition occurring in
both genders regardless of ethnicity, &l countriesof the world. Boththe

father and mother must carry the gene for it to be passed on even if they do
not have albinism themselves.

The condition results in a lack of pigmentation in the hair, skin and eyes,
causing vulnerability to sun exposure and bridight. Almost allPWA are
@GAradzr t & AYLIANBRTI gA0K GKS Yl 22NRGe@
While numbers vary in North America and Europe it is estimated that 1 in every
20,000 people have some form of albinism.

In Tanzania, and throughout Easfrica, albinism is much more prevalent, with
estimates of 1 in 2,000 people being affected.

¢tKS GSN)XY GLISNRER2Y 6A0K | fO0AYAaYéE Ot 2
because the former puts the person before the condition rather than equate
himto it (SeeAppendix A for further discussion on this issue)

Why do PWA have a “white” appearance ?

Most children with albinism are born to parents who have norsiah, hairand

eye color for their ethnic backgrounds. A PWA is unable to produce the usual
amounts of pigment or colour callemsielaninthat is normally found in his or

her race.

That said, the degree of “whiteness in PWA varies. Some PWA are able to
provide traceamounts of melanin while others rarely produce any.

There is no known cure for the absence of melanin in PWA.
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1.3 Types of Albinism (More Common)

1 There are various types of albinisnthis is because the amount of residual
pigment in each PWA varies from person to persimere are 4main types of
albinism. The twanmost commonforms arecolloquiallyknown astype 1 and
type 2.

1 Type 1 PWAIn this groupgenerally have no melanin activity and have white
hair, whiteskin and eyes thaare transparent with a pinkish appearance which
is merely a reflection of the redness of veins in the eyes.

1 Type 2 PWAIn this groupgenerally have traces of melanin suchatlskin
colour is white or creamy in appearance and hair is yellow or blonde.

The Most Common Type of albinism in Africa

9 Africans tend to exhibit type 2 but other types including type 1 are also present

1.4 Types of Albinism (Less Common)

9 Albinism affecting the eyesThis is called Ocular albinism (OA), anelistively
un-common. Most cases are recorded in males. Children with OA may have skin
and hair colour that are normal but slightly lighter than those of other family
members.

9 Albinism with HPS: Researchers have also identified a type of albinism that
comes wih additional characteristicOne of these is known adermansky
PudlakSyndrome (HPS). In addition havingalbinism,persons withHPSalso
havea tendency to bleed and tendency to havédung diseasé HPS is a less
common form of albinism but should be suspected if a person with albinism
shows unusual bruising or bleedindPS is reportedly worldwideut UTS&nd
the HPS Networkave no evidence thathere are such cases sub-Saharan
Africaor that research has been done to find such cases in the région

1.5 General Challenges of Albinism — Problems PWA face

Skin Problems

1 Lack of melanin iskin means PWA do not hamatural protection from the
sun
Solutions
o0 PWAneedto take precautions to avoisundamage to their skin
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o Precautions include the use of sunscreen lotion with Sun Protection
Factor (SPF) of 30 or mokeearingwide-brimmedhats and sun
protective clothinge.g. breathable longleeved shirts with high daks,
long trousers, and long skirt§hey also need to practice sawoidance
by seeking shade and-door employment.

Vision Problems

)l

)l

= =4 =1

People with albinism always have problems with vision that are not completely
correctable with eyeglasses.

Visionproblems associated witalbinismis a result oAbnormal development

of nerve connections between the eye and the bnaimich in turn is a result of

the lackof colour/melanin.

The degree of vision impairment variegh each typeof albinismand on how
much residual pigments remains in the eyes.

az2zald t2! KIFI@S t2¢6 GAarazy FyR I NB Of |
0f AYRDE

Most however can use the vision they have for many tasks including reading.
Most PWA do not requir®raille.

Averysmall numbeiof people with albinism have sufficient vision to drive a

car.

Solution
o{I-YS -1 é2fdz[j7\2)fé dZ)/FVQSNJ é(9I52dZCV)I-l'37\2y

Medical Challenges

T

T

In many countriesmost people with albinism havermal life spans and have
the same types of general medl problems as the rest of the population.

In countries with sunny & hot ordpical climates like Tanzania, PWhAo do

not protect themselves from the sumay develop lifehreatening skin cancers.
This is the case in Tanzania where most PWA are elioahinaware of the
need for skin protection from the sun. As a result, thereepilemic rates of
skin canceamong PWA in the countrguch thatlife expectancy fomost PWA
isestimated to liebetween 30 and 4§ears.

Social Challenges

)l

People withalbinism are at risk aevereisolation because thiecondition is
often misunderstood.
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1 Social stigmatization can occur, especially within communitieer@vother
family membersand the general society generalgve dark skin and
appearance.

Solutions

o Families and schools must make an effort to include children with
albinism in group activitieSensitivity to low vision and sun exposure
must be taken into account during these activities.

o Contact with othePWA or others who havéWAIn their familiescan be
most helpful.

Educational Challenges

l

Due to significant vision impairment md3¥WAcannot read from the
blackboard in a normal classroom sei.

Solutions

o

Teachers and educators must make extra effort tmrganize the classroom
so thatPWAare positioned in front of the class and moved closer to the
blackboard as neededhey ultimately have tosk the PWA if they can see
better from the right, left or centre of the room.

Repositionng must be done so that the person with albinismmét staring
into sunlight to see the blackboard.

Repositioning may not work where visianpairment is highly significant. |
so, the following note is crucial.

¢ S| O KdieNdn the blackboardexams, assignmenéd other
printed/photo-copied handouts musthave large enough print or must be
copied from a fellow student and provided to the PWA.

If needed, extra time must be grantéd ALL PWAor examwriting. (Actual
time plus half of actual time is suggested). This is especially important if the
examquestions are provided in small or regular print, and if the exams
guestionsare reused/faded copies.

1.6 Albinism as a Disability

1 Due to the visual impairment that accompanies nearly all forms of albinism, PWA
are often classified as legally bligdthis is mostly the status quo outside Africa
and the growing trend globally.
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1 Being legally blind means that PWA have a physiisablity. This in turnrmeans
that each PWAshould be entitled toreasonable accommodation at school and
place of employment.

1 Likewise, thenigh susceptibility oPWA skirto skin cancehas also been a reason
to classify PWA as disabled in some parts oicAfsuch as Tanzania. The harsh
tropical sun acute lack ofeducation around sun protection andbsence of
affordable surscreen lotions means that most PWiA the regionshow signs of
extensive sun damagend skin cancer at an early at&ntil adequate povision is
made for skin protection, it is important to classify this skiroblem as an
additional source of disabilitfor PWA on the continenas theyfrequently die
from skin cancerTheimportance of understanding and highlighting the disability
aspeds of albinism igurther discussedt Sectior8.

2. Challenges of Albinism S pecific to
Africa

2.1 Showing that PWA are Human Beings with Rights

PWA in Africa are generally not seen as full huntarisncomplete being®r animals

In TanzaniafoBEl YL S5 t 21 | NB-%RRNIzE NREE/ Ak 2sb i & P«
NEFSNNBER (2 Fa | aRSI f & InSduth Offica, h&ylagda | &

commonly referred to as apes.

Gt S2LX S 2dzad &aSS é2dz 2y GKS teadidf,
GKAY1TAY3I WGKFIG Aa WFHeySQXwo SOl dzi ¢
been a victim of discrimination, | have been a victim of not getting resou
YR X LQ@S 06SSy | @GAOGAY 2F A3dy2
notes'
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Jayy’ S Q & riefck is)Bot inconsistent with theecent findings ofthe African Union

(AU) Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfarethef Child.” In 2011 he
Committee concluded that children with disabilities on the continent generally face
Gaz2 OAl f Fd0AGdzZRSas &adaAa3ayl YR RAAONRY,
LINE F 2 dzy Rdé

2.2 Fatal Discrimination

Discrimination that often results in the murder of PVisdriven by the belief (in some
countries like Tanzanjiahat the body parts of PWA possess magical powers capable
of bringing riches if usedh potions producedby local witchdoctors. To date in
Tanzaniareports indicatethat 71 PWA have been murdereahile 29havesurvived
murder attempts with most mutilatedLeaders in the albinism communiiycluding
UTSSoelievethat the actual number of attackg killings and mutilationg are well

over the recorded numbers.

2.3 Chronic Social and Cultural Discrimination

In sub-SaharanAfrica, there has been lorgtanding and widespread lack of public
awareness about albinism. Powerful myths surround albinism, including these:

1 PWAnever die- They simply vanishThey are not humanThey are ghosts.

1 Other myths are detailed imalde 1 at Section 3.

As a result of thesactive myths many families do not bother to educate their
children with albinism. Also, employers avoid hiring a PWA due to fears that their
customers and staff will "catch” the condition, or that food would be contaminated.
In addition in some social settings, maRYVA are not offered the same kind of social

& physical contact, due to this kind of misinformation.

2.3 Low Education Levels Due to Legal Blindness

There isconsiderable lack ofccessible low vision devices to help PWA in their
learning processed hese includglasses, magnifiers and specialized visgansitive
computer equipment For a PWA, his results in tremendous difficulty completing
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educational programs, increaseshe likelihood of dropping out and subsequent
unemployment.It also fuels tle activemyth that PWA are ignorant and unable to
learn.

2.3 Age 30to 40 is Life Expectancy

The lack or reduced levels wielanin in the skin of a P\Wakad the lack of information
about sun protectiorcreates high risk for skicancerin PWA across the continerh
Tanzania for example, theverage life expectancy for a PWA is 30 years, with only 2%
living beyond 40 years. In countries damircumstances where adequateare is
providedfor PWA skin PWA generally h& the same life exgctancy as the general
population’

3. Some Causes of the Killings of
PWA In Africa

There appear two key trendghat have culminated in killings of PWA. These are
namely (1) cultural beliefs and(2) cultual practices ¢ both traditional and
contemporary.

3.1 Cultural Beliefs

1 Cultural beliefgegarding albinism argenerallymythsthat have outlasted the
(often inadequé#e and inaccessible) levels sdienceeducation n the country.
Some of these myths arageold beliefs while others are craftecklatively
recently such as the myth that sexual intercourse with a female PWA can cure
HIV/AIDS

1 UTSS is working hard to counter these myths by presenting the #idut
albinism through the dissemination of public awareness materiagls
presentations in newspapers, TV and radio; and through frequent
G! YRSNA G Yy R Befrithardrovisldd gickodsYihe country to students
educatorsandhealthservice providers.
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1 Yet, more advocacy efforts such as these arededebecause the cultural
beliefs and myths surrounding albinism aeeply etched andre wide-spread.

Table 1 — Myths and Truths about albinism

PREVAILING MYTHS AND TRUTHS ADVOCATED BY UTSS

MYTH: Albinism is a curse from the gods or from dead ancestors. As a result,
contact with a PWA will bring bad luck, sickness or even death

TRUTH: Albinism is no more or less than a genetic condition of the human bo
1 & adzOK>X UGKSNB A& y20KAY3 YIFIAOL T
albinismc it is not a disease and it is not contagious

MYTH: People with albinism never die. They are not human - they are ghosts
TRUTH: The egoing killings in Tanzania demonstrate that PWA do die. They
NOT ghosts. Their pale skin and hair results from having veryfittie
substance responsible for colour known as melanin

MYTH: It is the mother’s fault if a child has albinism

TRUTH: Both the mother and father must carry the gene in order for their chi
have albinism

MYTH: Having sex with a woman with albinism will cure AIDS

TRUTH: No one can or has ever been cofe®lDS by havingex with a woman
with albinism.Beliefin this mythwill onlyfurther spread the virus to others
including PWA

MYTH: PWA have normal vision

TRUTH: All PWA are visually impateedarious degreeAND have a very high
sensitivity to light (due to the &k of melanin). When outdoors, PWA need to
wear sunglasses to protetheir eyes from the sun. Many PWA are legally blin
and all require special glasses or magnifiers to aid in reading and daily functi
MYTH: A charm or potion made from the body parts of PWA has magical

powers — bringing its owners wealth, success and good luck

TRUTH: No one can or has ever become rich, successful or lucky from havir
using body parts of PWA

MYTH: PWA come from and live only in Tanzania

TRUTH: Albinisimccurs in every race and nationality of planet earth
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Figure 2a: A young girl from Malawi (Name Withheld). She was raped by a
neighbor with AIDS due to the myth that sexual relations with a PWA can cure the
disease.”

Gaeé S OKS Nithativideh @binosidi, they valziiright there and
then. So | was really amazed when | saw that nothing happened here. We

buried Mariam normally, just like anyone else. Her body did not vanish. It w
normal burialé -- Uncle of Mariam Emanuel, nurdered on January 21, 280

Figure 2b: The Myth that PWA do not die.”

3.2. Cultural Practices (Traditional)

Cultural practices that lead to attacks against P¥#A be divided into two typegi)
traditional and longstanding rituals that have beenregularly practiced by a
community ¢ someexamples are presented below, and (ii) contemporary practices
that are arguably relatively recent reactions to cultural beliefs and myths about
albinism. These are discussed in turn below.
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Samples of Traditional and Long-Standing Cultural Practices

Tanzania (Sukuma Tribe):
Current Location: Northwestern Tanzania

The SuWumatribe is one of thdargest tribes inTanzaniaSukuma traditionally kéld

their babies with albinisnas soon as thewereborn.h y OS (1 Af ft SR (KS
were used for witchcraft ritualsOver time, upon the advice of witchdoctors, tbkild

with albinism wasspared from the infanticide andllowed to grow to adulthood so
that they may be buried aliveiith the Sukuma Chief ken he died”" Theintent of
preserving PWAn this mannerwasto use them as supernatal escortof the Chief

into the afterlife. As chiefs die only occasionally, the need to bury PWA was also an
occasional one. As a result, the numbers of Paw#ong theSukuma increasedTo

date, the Sikuma stillhave a relativelyhigher number of PWAvhen compared to
other tribes in the regioff.

Tanzania (Chagga tribe)

Current Location: Northeastern Tanzania

The Chgga traditionally left a new born PWA in the bushes or forests to die.
This practice was upheld on the belief that the child was a being but not a human
being.

Tanzania (Digo tribe)
Current Location: Northeastern Tanzania

The Digo traditionally killedheir babies born with albinism. They performed this
infanticide using a trial by ordeal. The ordeal consisted of dropping a newly born child
with albinism into a lake that ran through the famous Amboni caves. Once dropped
into the lake, the parents of thehild and their supporters waited to see if the child
would emerge on the right side of the lake in which case it is believed that the baby
would emerge alive. If the child emerged on the left side of the lake, it was believed
that it would emerge deadUTSS ha®io evidencethat any baby wih albinism
survived this orded.
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Kenya and Tanzania (The Maasai tribe):

Like the Digo tribe, theMaasai traditionally commited the newborn child with
albinism to a trial by ordedl As soon as the child withlbinism wasborn, the child
wasplaced on the floor of the exit gate af cattle barn. Viden it was timeto release
the cattle for grazing, the barn gate was opened ahd hungry cattle hurriedly
exited the gate, trampling on the baby with albinism. If ¢hbay survivedthe
trampling, it was thereby provae to be the child of the fatheand allowed to survive
Otherwise, the death ofhe child provedhe opposite.

These Practices may still be alive

While these are generally described avents from thepast, there isghe possibility
that they still occur especially in rural villages where local customs anebldge
practices are still alivapcords are not ket, andinfrastructure is weakit is possible
that any tribe in east Africa that has a low ormexistent PWA populatignsuch as

Xii

the Maasai, may still be practicing traditionahfanticide’

3.3 Cultural Practices (Contemporary): Witchcraft

At the centre of ontemporary ailtural practicesowards PWA, $ the beliefthat the
body parts of PWA will bring wealthyin political electionsand bring successat
mining and fishingThis belief hadirectly led to the murder of PWAyY people
desperate for success in therm of goodluckand money. At theore of this practie
are witchdoctors Witchdoctors as they are known today, atemmunity leaders
deemed to have supernaturglowers, and arepractitioners of what s popularly
0§ SNYSR & &briwihcraf’ 3 A O

3.3.1 What is Witchcraft?

1 Witchcraft may be described as a system of belief in the supernatural. At its
core isthe belief that when the supernatural world isevoked by specific
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people, namely a witchdoctor or his or her delegatkarm or good may be
caused uporperson(s) or situ@on(s) to which it is directed

1 The delegates of thaitchdoctor are often his or her clientele who are given
specific power for specific purposes in the form mftions, incartations,
amulets,and other paraphernaligpurported to cause various desirezlfects.

This delegation to a lay man or woman can be described as the service
rendered by the witchdoctor who can ssiquently charge thenfees in cash,
in kind or both.

1 Witchdoctors also charge for other services such as the provision of explanation
F2NJ Iy AYRAGARdZ £ Q& YA a sledediydnériify BdNI T 2
the human and supernaturalcauses for virtually any circumstance or
conundrum™

1 An importanteffect of the witchcraft system igeverence for thewitchdoctor
who is seen as very powerful. He or she can dictate outcomes and allocate
liability at wil, without due process or a public standard of fairness and
accountability.

The Use of Human body parts of PWA in Witchcraft

1 Human body parts are used in witchcraft to support the belief that regular
witchcraft will be morepowerful if human body parts are involved. In southern
I TNAOFS GKAAa GeLlS 2F gAUGOKONI Fid Aa
Africa, itiscommonly3 F SNNBER (2 & a2dzdzpé

1 Muti and juju victims are mostly vulnerable people particularly childy@ung
women and vulnerable adults such as persowith a physical abnormality
including albinisn{"

1 In carrying out muti and juju which involve body patte body parts are often
taken from live victims. This is because it is believed that the screams of victims
being hacked enhances the potency of the medi¢ineBody parts of muti
victims are not only used and traded locally, but are also often transported
across borders of various countries where there is demand.
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1 The use of PWA body paiits muti and juju is a difficult system to break in the
region becausat is an attractive economy PWA limbs can be sold on the
witchcraft (muti and juju) market for thousands of US dollarh Tanzania
where the annual income pegoerson is $1,500 USD, the price A body
parts creates a strong incentive for the poor tafepate in this economy.

The Prevailing Power of Witchcraft

1 Beliefs inwitchcraft appear to be stronger thamelief in morals and ethics
available through human rights discourse or mainstream religious philosophies.
Even when thse witchcraft beliefs contradict their religion, ethics and/or
morals, most still find the need to associatéh them rather than dissociate.

1 For example, while the major religions in Tanzan@hristianity and Islam-
ban consultation withwitchdoctors and prescribe that BWAIis a persona
majority of those whagprofess these major religiorsill believe in witchcratft.
In the year2010,93% of people survegein Tanzanidy the PEWForum on
Religion & Public Life (PEW Forwtated thatreligionis very important in their
lives Yet over 60% of the same population believes in witch&faft
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Figure 3: Witchcraft Beliefs in Tanzania
Even though other African countries are also deeply religious in ways simile
Tanzania, Tanzania has one of the highest percentages of people that belie
muti or juju.

Belief in the Protective Power of Sacrifices
to Spirits or Ancestors

% who believe sacrifices to spirits or ancestors can
protect them from bad things happening
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Qs1i. Which, if any, of the following do you believe in? That sacrifices to
spirits or ancestors can protect you from bad things happening.

From “Tolerance and Tension: Islam and Christianity in Saharan Afrta,” a 19-country survey by the PEW Forum

on Religion & Public Life, February 17, 2011. Pewforum.org
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4. Record of Documented Killings
and Attacks  of PWA including
Childre n

4.1 Documented Killings, Attempted Killings and Grave
Robberies by Country (2006 - 2012)

Country Murder Attacks* Grave

Robberies
17

N
©

Tanzania
Burundi
Kenya
Swaziland
Guinea

=~
~N P

Nigeria
South Africa
DR Congo
Zambia

OFRP NMNMNDN W
P OOOOFrNO
O OO0 O0OO0OOoOOo

Table 2 - Documented Killings, Attacks and Grave Robberies by Country

*Attacks includemutilation, rape and attempted murder
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4.2 Documented Killings and Attempted killings since 2011 :
Nearly all are Children

15

1.2

13

19

16
1.75

25 - 30
(est.)

n.a.

Juma Kapela
Tanzania
Meriki Astoliko
Tanzania
Kulwa Lusana
Tanzania
Mawazo Simon
Tanzania

Doto Mbiti
Tanzania
Adam Roberts
Tanzania

Unknown
Zambia
Chantal
Ngendakumana
Burundi

n.a.

Namibia
Agneta Dionizi
Tanzania
Unknown
Tanzania

Harubu Nuru
Tanzania

Sustained Injury
Mutilated
Mutilated
Mutilated

Killed

Mutilated

Killed

Killed

Raped
Escaped attempt

Killed

Escaped attempt

February 9, 2011
January 2011
October 2011
Reported in 2011
May 13, 2011

October 14, 2011

December 2011

May 6, 2012

May 12, 2012
May 17, 2012

May 22¢ 24,2012

June 12, 2012

Escaped  with
minor cuts

Hair shaved anc
stolen

Arm hacked off

attempted face
removal

3 fingess hacked
off. Other arm

wounded

Hair missing on
side of head
Arms and legs
hacked off
Skinned anc
several body

parts removed

Table 3 — Most recent attacks against PWA — Nearly all are Children

26
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4.3 Why Mostly Children?

The use of childrem muti and jujuby witchdoctorsis likely for the reasons that they
are

(1) More vulnerable easy to findand relatively easyo capture because they are
often left to play outside ussupervisedare not always cared for by their parents
because they have albinisand do not always have ¢hstrength to physally
fend off attackers

(2) The use of childrens also likely linked to the pursuit of their innocence. An
innocent victim isgenerally deemed more potent in producing the intended
witchcraftresult. A similar use of innocence is evitdennon-albinismwitchcraft
practicesin the region®

4.4 Selected Reports of Attacks (Mostly Children):

CHANTAL NGENDAKUMANA- Burundi — AGE: 19

Murder: May 6, 2012

Death Recorded by: Burundi Albino Association (BAA) and
confirmed by Burundi Police

Anecdotal Evidence: provided to UTSS in 2012

19 year old Chantal Ngendakumana was murdered early in the mornin
Sunday May 6, 2012 between 0G@80 and 010@m. Her legs and arms wer
chopped off. The murder was committed in Rumbura Rural, Kabezi Ward.
group of armed men with guns, machetes and spears boké (i 2 (i

LI NBydaQ Kz2dzaSe® ¢KSe& 3II 33F3R / KPYNH
was later found two kilometers away from her home mutilated. Her legs w
chopped off from the ankle antier arms were severed below the shoulder. T
incident was reported to UTS$ Kassim Kazungu, the Secretary Genere
BurundiAlbino! 342 OA GA2Y | a KS gl a dF 1Ay
to Bujumbura Hospital morgue.
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ADAM ROBERT - Tanzania — AGE: 12

Attempted Murder: October 14, 2011
Attack Recorded by: UTSS and Tanzania Police
Anecdotal Evidence: provided to UTSS in 2011

On October 14, 2011 in Nyaruguguna Village, Nwiatdn District in GeitaRegion,
Tanzania, Adam Robert, a 12 year old boy with albinigms attacked with &
machete. One of his arms was wounded and three fingers from the other
hacked off and stolenAdam survived the brutal attadiy biting into the private
part of his attaker. He later tolgolice that his father, stepmother, older brothe
and another male relative were involved in this criminal act. His testimony
confirmed by neighbours and the perpetrators were atexl the following day.
Adam continues to sufferdm severe wounds and trauma. He says he can neve
home to his family.

UNKWNOWN GIRL -Zambiai AGE: 5
Murdered: 2011
Death Recorded by: Zambia Watchdog.com, December 7, 2011

¢CKS IANI Qa NBYFIAYyAa 6SNBE F2dzyR gA0K
leaderof the Albino Association of Zambia, John Chiti, termed it an incident of r
killing.
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DOTO MBITI — Tanzania — AGE: 14 months

Murdered:
Death Recorded by:

Anecdotal Evidence:

Doto was poisoned by a relative who did not want a child with albinism in
family. Two hospitals were unable to treat the poisoning and he passed away
ySga 2F 520204 YdzZNRSNI gl a RSt AODSNBR
parents did notreport the alleged homicide to the police becausis grandfather
had warned them that if they didthey would never survive the Sukuma tribe
traditional revenge. Sukumas cannot stand relatives who reveallyfasacrets to
the authorities. Since the bial of Doto, there have beemb failed attempts to rob
his grave.

WINFRIDA OLUOCH - Kenya — AGE: 22 years

Murdered:
Death Recorded by:

Anecdotal Evidence:

Winfridawho was murderechas a twin sister with albinism by the namé Edna
Kemunto Oluoch. A UTSS representativet Ednaat a film screening in Kisumu |
Kenya's lake regiorEdna explained that her sister, Winfrida, had béaed by a
cousin and a businesafgner to Tanzania where she was brutally kilsed all her
organs takenThe cousin who had lured her there went back to Kenya and dur
church service, the point at whiceverybody was confessinigrroke down and told
the pastoreverything. She was seto Tanzania for trial, but the trial has yet to tal
place Meanwhile she was set freeSince then, her sister Edna, has forsaken
friends and family ties for fear that she might be next.
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ESTHER MORAA - Kenya — AGE: 4 months

Murdered: August 2, 2010
Death Recorded by: The Standard Media and Kenya Police

A mother, Sara Kemunto NyabutoBdkimweri sub location in Nyamache district,
killed her 4 month old baby because she had albinism. She explained that her
husbandhad g A Y OSR KSNJ 42 R2 Al 06SOIl dza s
an omen.

MATHAYO CHILDREN- Tanzania

(ROSEMARY MATHAYO - AGE: 16)

(PRACSEDA MATHAYO — AGE: 14)

(FOCUS MATHAYO - AGE: 12)

Murdered: 2000

Death Recorded by: UTSS

Anecdotal Evidence: provided to UTSS in April 2011

All 3 children from the same family were poisoned and died on the same d
Kagera Region in 2000. The deaths were reported to police at the time of
occurrence but it appears that the Tanzanian police depant did not begin to
document the attacks and killing of PWA until 2006. After the burial of tr
children, unknown people exhumed the graves of the children and stole all
bodies.
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4.5 Un-Documented Killings
The killing of PWAacross the sulgontinent of Africa largely goesnreported for
several reasons including

(1)The silence around traditional infanticide and familial murder. Killings of
children with albinisnperpetrated bytraditional leaders andamily members
often goun-reported asthey tend to occur inthe home¢ the placewhere most
childrenin rural areasare born, and where family bonds often demand loyalty
over any apparent civic duty to report crime.

(2) The absence of adequate birth and death registration processes in rural areas
— where most of the killings occur (See figure 4). Sincethe killings came to
international attention in 2007/2008, no government in the region has
conducted an adequate census BWAto enable better trackingof their
whereabouts
It is important to notehowever, that building such data from a census has
certain risks. It is essentially a eap-shop for killers seeking informatioon
the whereabouts of PWAThis danger is aggrated by policecorruption (see
Section5 for details). For such a census, the government of Tanzailidikely
need international support and capacity building to ensure ih& carried out
adequately and that data gathered from it is secure.

Shinyanga
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Figure 4: Top four locations of most documented killings of PWA in Tanzania. Most
of the killings and attacks have occurred in theral parts of
Mwanza, ShinyangaGeitaand Kagera

(3)Fear of international disgrace and loss of revenue. There is a general fear by
national authorities that the more reports about PWA killings are released, the
furtheri KS O gindBfé Wahldbe put into dispate. Thisfear is particularly
evident incountries such as Tanzania that rely heavilyn@momefrom tourism

(4)Fear of being held accountable. Local authoritiesn Tanzaniaare often held
accountable by higher authority fddlling(s) in their region. For this reason,
mostlocal authoritiedear reporting any attack in their jurisdiction.

(5)Fear of reprisal attacks. Persons who may have witnessed murders or who
have been privy to information about the murder of a PWathe being forced
to testify in court. This is because they fear that witchdoctors and other
authorities in the community wikttack them fordoing so

(6)The absence of healthy press freedoms in the region. Tanzaniavas recently
rankedas having one of the best freedoms of the press in Africa. It is therefore
unlikely that it ismerely aco-incidence that Tanzania has one of the most
recorded and reported deathsf PWA
Other countries in the region havagnificantly lower press freedoms when
compared to Tanzania such that itlikely that they have a higher number of
killingsof PWAthanthe numberghat have been reported or recorded to date.

Ranking Reported

- Out of 179 Deaths
Tanzania 340f 179 71
Kenya 84 7 \
Burundi 130 16
Guinea 36 2 TANZANIAHighest
Nigeria 126 2 Zcu,[?ﬁﬁ;ﬁfed PWA
South Africa 42 2

: deaths and

Zambia 86 1 4" pestfreedom of
DRC 145 1 press in Africa.
Swaziland 144 3
Somalia 164 0
Rwanda 156 0
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Table 4: Freedom of Press Rankings (2012) of Some African Countries 2011/2012
Comparing Tanzania with countries that have reported PWA deaths and those that
have reported no PWA deaths. (From Reporters Without Borders

.

5.1

Key Players in the Killings of PWA

Government

As international attention was chwn to the killings of PWA, thgovenment took
some notable actions:

)l

)l

It set upsecret ballotstations across the northwestemegionsof Tanzania to
encourage the submission of information about the killing®WfA.

The government move®WAunder threat in their communitynto temporary
shelters or centres. These amgostly boarding schools for children with special
needs.

PresidentJakayaKikwete publicly condemned the killings on several occasions
and ordered that witchdoctors connected PWA killings be arresteth 2008,
President Kikwete appointeda person with albinism as aMember of
Parliament,Ms. Al Shaymaar Kweygiras a way b showing solidarity with
PW XVl

Also in 2009, President Kikwete set up a Task Force to investigate the killings of
PWA in the country. The Task Fonaather releasel the result d their findings

to the public, nompublicly commenthat their workwas completed.

In 2009, Prime Minister Mizengo PetBinda banned witchdoctor licensen
existence and put a ho on issuance of new ones. The ban agplied to
traditional healers who often claim to be differefrom witchdoctors because
they practice alternative medicine such as herbal healing; but in reality, are
often are difficult to distinguisfrom witchdoctors

The Ministry of Home Affairgas also instructed by the Presidetd register
PWA tobe abletrack them. Howeverthe process was incomplet@nd there



Children with Albinism in Africa: Murder, Mutilation and Violence 34

are no known records producedhe only otheknown register oPWA is the
database of theTanzania Albino Society (TAShich has over 00 PWA
registered despite the fact that there are an estimated 150 thousand PWA in
the country’™

All of these attempts have been heavily criticized for being inadegbatEause
killings have continued. The attempts have also been criticimszhuse fobw-up
mechanismssuchasreporting and maintenance systems were not put in pldéar
example, nothing came out of the secret ballot statiotie Task Force producetb
results to the publiandthe security of PWA at schools and etltentres was rarely
enhanced.

On the one handgovernment should be commended for taking sleeactions. While
inadequate, they raised awareness on the issue and created an appearance of
willingness to curb the problem.

On the other handthe government of Tanzania can daore to improve the security
of PWA. Adequate followp on their originalnitiativeswill be a starting point. Other
recommendations are listedt Sectiorb.

5.2 Witchdoctors

Witchdoctors are at the centre of the trade in human body parts. As disdusse
Section 3, they wield great power in Tanzania. They promise remetheBuman
needs especiallin the area of financial wealtand politicalgains Their cultural and
historical root generally means that they are still revered by mosboiesy espeially
in rural areas where traditions are still alive and poverty is. rif¢hile not all
witchdoctors practice witchcraft involvingWAbody parts, no other profession has
been so interlinked with PWA killings as witchdoctors.

5.3 Police

Tanzania Police should be commended for those instances where their efforts have
protected and led to justice for PWBor examplepoliceinvestigationin the murder
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of Matatizo Dunia (2008s whatled to thesuccessful prosecution and sentencing of
the accusedn that caseAnother example of effective police intervention is the
under-cover operations that prevented thaurderof a Kenya PWA who had been
deceived by a friend to travel to Tanzamibere he was to be killetf
YetTanzanigolice face steeghallenges in playing their crucial ra&securing their
fellow citizenswith albinism Police corruptionwhich is commonplace in the country
remains a hindrance to bringing justiespecially carrying out a successful
investigation For example, in 2 police officers weramong suspects arrested on
suspicion of killing PWA and trading their body p&f'ts

Police investigation is also challengedfesr of political and economic elites, fear of
witchdoctors, and lack of adequate humand infrastructural resources especially in
the rural areas where most killings occur.

5.4 Wealthy Elites

This is the group that are most commonly suspected of spurring the trade in body
parts. With PWA bodyparts rangingin thousands of dollars, localare generally
unable to afford such prices unlesethwere financiallyvealthy.

Wealthy elites in Tanzania pose a dilemma in the figlend the killings of PWAOnN

the one hand, they are likeljhe demand side to thimmacabre economy of PWA body
parts. On the other hand, they are potentially strong partners in terms of influence
and resourcedor steering the public away from dangerous beliefs about albinism
that spur PWA killings.

UTSS has created and fostered relationship$ wiiembers of thepublic who are
financially prosperousThese includenediaelites as well akbcal businessmenlt has
collaborated with thesgeopleon a wide range of issuascluding public awareness

in the media andpayinghospital bills ofvictims ofattacks.Yet, t is challenging to

know the truth about each member of this group so that enight safely collaborate
GAOK A0&d YSYOSNER ¢K2 KIF@S aOtSFy KIyRad

5.5 Some Local Entrepreneurs

Fishermen and miners of precious metalsTanzania, especially in the tlowvestern
regiors of Mwanzaand Shinyangaare key players in the killings. They too, like
wealthy elites are on the demand side of the macabre tradbady parts of PWA.
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Hairand bonesof PWA aremixed in potions that are smeared on tishing nets for
good lick incatching fishg a valuable yet depleting resourae Tanzania Miners also
use PWA bloodio advance their luck in findingrecious metals. For exampleptes
from the legs of PWA are useoy miners who believe that these bones are
supernaturaldetectors of precious metals and stones.

5.6 Family Members of PWA

It is not unrcommon that familyc immediate biobgical relatives @ & S £ f féllowmi K S A
membeti(s)with albinism to outsidersThe followinganecdotedllustrate this

5.6.1 Anecdotal Evidence of Attacks Involving Immediate
Family

EUNICE BAHATI —Tanzania - Age: 12

Anecdotal Evidence: produced by Tanzania Police

On February 17, 2009, 12 year old Eunice was murdered and her legs sev
front of her siblings including 2 sisters with albinism who fled. Their father
taken into custody as an accused because the youngest sibling of the dec
¢ a girl withoutalbinism- had recognized him as one of the attackers.
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DOTO MBITI - Tanzania - Age: 14 months
Anecdotal Evidence: provided to UTSS

On May 13, 2011, a 14 month old boy with albinism died. Doto was poison

by a relative who did not want a child with albinism in the fan8ige full story
at Sectiom.

MAWAZO SIMON - Tanzania - Age: 5
ELISHA SIMON - Tanzania — Age: 3

Anecdotal Evidence: provided to UTSS

Since birth, thdather of both Mawazo and Elisha hagen shavingheir hair
against the will of his wife, Angelina. When he did not stop, Angelina decic
to move out of the home at which point Mr. Simon ié&al sending people
(most of them work in the mines) to his wife's home to shave the hair of
Mawazo. Many times she had to flee her home. When she complained to

authorities about her husband's behaviour and intentions, her family disow
her.

37
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6. Legal Response to killings

6.1 Prosecution Reveals Facts of PWA killings

Across the continentebal responseéo the killings of PWA, specifically prosecution
and punishment,have been slowand in some cases naxistent In Tanzania for
example, to dateonly 50f 71killings have beebrought to prosecution.

Yet, prosecutionremans important to deter future crime through punishment
Prosecutionis also necessary for faihding about the killingdecause in the few
cases that do reach trial, much informatibas been revealed including confirmation
that killings of PWA for body parts do exist and that they basedn cultural beliefs
and practices

For example in thérial of Matatizo Duniathe 10 year old bowf Shinyanga region
killed in 20@, the Tanzania High Coureveala that he was murdered for his body
part under thesupervisiorof a witchdoctor ¢ YSRA OAY S Y| y£€ 68 @

Chief Justice Ramadhani writing for the cdomlasumbuko et al VRepublic of
Tanzani&" confirmed the fact by stating that

Then the cops combed the surrounding area and they stumbled over

a bundle which they asked PW 2 to unravel. The bundle contained a

seminylon bag with two albino legs freshly cut at the knees, two

machetes, a bush knife, a trouser, a shirt and a pair of shoes. PW 2

told the cops that the bush in which the bundle was found is

| LJL,]_Sf fFyd mQa LX I OS Ak alcaediig | £ NA G o
rT.la'n.)(XIII

X BK2SOSNJ { Aff SR Hffeithoughk becadse theg A 1 K Y I €
Y20A0S ¢l a (G2 3ISG GKS RSOSIFaSRQa 02R
legs, because of the most stupid and barbaric misconception that

af 0AY24aQ LINLa NBE OKFNYao
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Asimilar casdrom Nigeria,The State v. Sunday Onwocheakt’ excepted below,
also confirmeda similar truth about the killings. One of the accused testified as
follows:

| wentto Kingsle G2 ol NP Y& Kvasibatling méheYAyYy 3af S
told me that Benco, a musician, told him that there is a deal. | asked

him what type of deal, He said that Benco said that an Alhaji asked

0KSY (G2 oNARAyYy3I &a2YSo2ReéeQa KSFR 42 YI 1
him how did Benco come to know such a thing? He said thatvitas

Papa who informed Benco. He said specifically that it was an albino
(Anyari)that is needed. It was thehtold him that there isan albino

(Anyari) in my compound which they also knBW.

Sunday entered and carfgic] KS OKAf RXUKS OKAfR aidl
Sunday started to run with the child. The mother of the child came out

and pursued us and | ran towards another direction while Sunday ran

to another direction, but when | later joined Sunday at Azungwu, he

had alread cut off the head of the chil&"

6.2 Some Challenges to Effective Legal Responses

Sentences often appear un-enforced

Sentencing records gfersons foundyuilty in the killing of PWA am@ten not publicly
available. This means that it is often unknown whether they are carried out or will be
carried out. This uncertainty of information watedswn the ordinary effect of
punishmentand related deterrenceFor example in the case of MataiiZDunia,
excerptedabove, all three accused were foummiilty andsentenced to death. To
date, that penalty has not been carried oln. fact, Tanzania has not carried out the
death sentence on any ona the last 17years.Thusit is doubtful whether it vill be
carried out in this case.

Death was also the sentence handed down to three accused in the case from Nigeria
UTSS does not know whether tregntence was carried out.
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Also in Burundi, a 2009 judgment against thecusedpersonsin the killing ofa
severalPWA for witchcraft resulted in ongersonbeing sentenced to life in pson
and eight others jailed between 1 and 15 yedns2009, there was a jail break and all
of these accused escap&dy"

The legal system is an inadequate tool against witchcraft Beliefs and Practices

Tanzanian witchcraft specialist, Dr. Simeon Mesaki, points out that the law is a blunt
instrument in dealing with witchcraft™ This is especially the case where, as in
Tanzania, the people have relied on witchciadliefs for centuriesand continue to

rely on it. Moreover, thdaw in Tanzani& largely coloniallyinherited, archaic and
under-developed is forgn to most and has not evolved fwoperly match the true

and evolving naturef witchcraft*

Fear of Witchdoctors impedes Investigation

The belief that witchdoctors truly have supernatural powers means\httessesare
generally too scared to come forward testify in court because they feaeprisal
attacks

Lack of Funding

In 2009, UTSS was informed s$nior representatives of the Tanzania legal system
that generally, there is inadequate funding to prosecatusedcriminals.Thislack

of funds isobvious in the fact that to datepnly 7% of documented PW#Aurders
have been taken to trialWhile otherfactors contribute to thisslow progressthe
absence of financial resource remains a major challenge.

Proper funding in the legal system remaansacial to ending the killings because it will
not only deter crime but will alsexpeditetrials especiallyn the area of investigation
and evidence gatheringor example, offsetting the cost @NAforensics which is
expensive but relatively accurate and appropriate for thegees ofcrimes Proper
funding will also helgo protect informantsby creating witness protection schemes,
and also encourage themto come forwardby providing rewarddor correct and
helpful leads
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/. PWA as Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) and Refugees

7.1 Centres for Internal Displaced Persons Who are PWA

LYGSNYyFftte 5AaLILFOSR tSNE2YA OL5t
homes by violent conflicts, gross violations of human rights and other traun
SOgSyia odzi 6K2 NBYIAY gAGKAY (KS

Definition from IDP GuidingiRciples
www.idpguidingprinciples.org

The above definitioffof IDPs as accepted in international practicadequately
describes the status of PWwho sincethe killings increased in 2007 a2®08 have
had to flee their homes to places with better secuqtipoth real and perceived.

Some of these movements arandividual initiatives while others have been
governmentled. The individuainitiatives include relocation to more urban centres
where killings ardess. They also includbe use of a ring of protectiomade up of
trustworthy relatives and friends who act as an informal entourage when PWA are
travelling distances that they would otherwise travel alone.

There has also beegovernmentled effort in Tanzaniato move PWA, especially
children, to safecommunities This movement involves the removal of children from
their homes either by family or by government officials to schools and cenfitesse
schools and centres ordinaribare br chidren with special needs and disabilitieA.
sampling of Centres Holding Internally Displaced Childiémalbinism is provided at
Appendix C.

The result of moving PWA children to these centseshronic overcrowding at these
centres which were already full and were never designed to accomteod sharp
increase in residentOther results includ@oor sanitary conditions, staff that are not
sensitized to the needs of PWA, the breeding of chronic abuse and the absence of


http://www.idpguidingprinciples.org/
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adequate securityand shadein most centres in a mannehat does not guarantee
safetyfor PWAresidents™™"

There is a need for a concerted effort to either relocate IDPs at these centres to
better locations or to improve current conditions at these centres. There is also a
need to reduce the reality of abandonment that most PWA childaérthese IDP
centres f&e. A majority are visited only occasionally by family while others are never
visited after they have been dropped off at the centres. While affordability of travel
costs is an oftited reason why family stay away from their members with albinism at
these centresit is also apparent that some families have used the centredfttad

0KS &dodz2NRSyé GKIFG F t21 Aada LISNOSAQOSR G2

7.2 PWA as Refugees

In other African countries, there are no knoiormal IDP schemeas largeas that of
Tanzania. Yet, from these countries, PWA have, in the last few years, filed for refugee
protection andasylum in countries of Europe, North America and Israel.

A refugeds someone who "owing to a wdthunded fear of being persecuted
for reasons of ree, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social
group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is un
to, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of thg
country."

UN High Commisgicfor Refugees
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49¢3646c¢125.html

In each caséled, the PWApleaded againgbeing returned odeported to their home
countryfor fear of persecution due to their albinism.

UTSS providedxpeert evidence in mosof these cases and in each case, asylum was
granted.
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Spain, 2009

f The Case of Moszy, a PWA from Benin™"
Moszy, an 18 year olidom the country of Benin ilVestAfricawas granted asylurm
Spain after testifying thahis life was often endangered in hisome country where
the skinof PWAwas frequentlysought afterfor ritualistic purposed™"

Florida, USA 2011

9 The Case of Franklin Ibeabuchi, a PWA from Nigeria
Frankli@a NB Y2 @I f 2 NR S Ntestified that heth&Ko&eh Broughfftal S N.
the U.S. for a safer lifehortly after he survived an attemptekidnappingin his native
Nigeria. Thejudge prevented hisemoval after he was satisfiegENR Y | ¢ { { Q S
that (1) Persecution of PWA was commplece all over Nigeria(2) government
responseto this persecutionwas weak and inadequate (3) in the absence of
government protection, a ring of ptection by family and loved @s was of utmost
importance and Fanklin was lacking in this areé) to return Franklin to Nigeria
would be to subject him to persecutiatue to his albinism.

Israel, 2011

1 The Case of Maiken Keita, a PWA from Ivory Coast
4 year old Maiken and her parents were granted asylum in 2011 by Israeli authorities
after the country acceptecevidence from UTSS and the family that if Maiken was
returned tothe Ivory Coast, her life wouldebat risk due to her albinisnider father
testified that "We've never hadn albino in the family befor& Bich people in Africa
come wih a lot of moneylooking for these children, like my daughter. Witch doctors
use their parts and bload”**"Israel authoritiesreportedly went out of theirway to
grant asylumta | A | Saye@isas well forthe sake of their child™”

United States, 2012 (Upcoming)

9 Case of *Name Withheld,* a PWA from Zimbabwe
UTSS will be providing expert evidence at this hearing schedulétbf@mber2012.
The client is applying for asylum and withholding of removal from the W light of
abuse she sufferediue to having albinism includingbuse from law enforcement
officers in Zimbabwe ansexual abuse namely rapehile attempting to seek asylum
in South Africa.
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8. Disability as a Ground for
Protection

8.1 Albinism as a Disability

The disabling aspest of albinism is rarely known, and understoodet, such
knowledgeis crucialnot only becauset would contribute to the end of fatal beliefs
but also because it woulgrant PWA in Africa strongbasis for advancing theirghts
including the right taeasonable accommodation alace of employment, school dn
other similar environments géroductivity.

Disabling Aspects of Albinism

Skin Cancer

In North America and Europ&here temperatures are coolersurscreen lotion are

more affordable and education levels on skin protection is generally high, the skin of
PWA is generally not disabling aspect of albinisrithe oppoge is the case in most

of sub-SaharanAfrica wherethe harsh tropicakun, theabsence of suscreen bdtion

and the lack ofpublic educationon PWAskin forma highly fatal equation for most
PWA.

Aside from witchcraftrelated killings,scores ofPWA in the region die from skin
cancer due to prolonged exposure to equatorial sinTanzania for example, nabst
every PWA shows the presenoé pre-cancerous lesions before the age of.’t"
The result is ashortened life span for most PWA in the region with the average
person dying between ages 30 to 28"

To highlight the connection betwedPWAskinand the fatal consequences of the sun,
PWA in Tanzanisometimescall themselveswalemavu wa ngoZi YSIFyAy3
with skin disability Walemavu wa ngozserves as a strong educational opportunity
for the public while giving PWA a disability status Wwhhecomes an avenu® taccess
accommodative rights.
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Eyes

PWA are born with severalyeconditions that are a result of little or no pigment or
melanin in the eyeqSeetable Sbelowfor a listing of conditions Most PWA havall

of these conditions listed. Collectivetiiese conditions result in high levels of near
sightedness and inability to resist lighhich the average person without albinism
could easily resist.

It is becatse ofthese visuakonditions that PWA in Nth America ae classified as
legally blind For example, in Canagdthe average person is said to have 2DVision.
A person is defined as legally Wdinf they have 200 visionwhich means thaif the
average person can see a particular object fron® 28et away, the legally blind
person can only see the same object from 20 feet aie tothis significant vision
impairment mostPWAare hindered from normal activities. Mosannot read from
the blackboard in a normal classroom sgt Most do not drive because their legal
blindness bars them by law frodoing so.

NAME OF CONDITION TREATMENT or REHABILITATION
CONDITION (where available)
Nystagmus regular movement of the| Surgical intervention tday
eyes side to side or in | minimizes but cannot completely
circular motion cure nystagmus
Strabismus Muscle imbalance in eyg Forstrabismus surgery may improve
includes the appearance of the eyes
aONRPaasSl Inthecas@ ¥ Sa2 (NP LI
(esotropia, SeSazé &adz2NHSNE Y
Gt T & S expanding the visual field (the area
eye that that the eyes can see while looking
deviates out at one point).
(exotropig
Photophobia Sensitivity to bright light | PWAs need light to see just like
and glare anyone else. Sunglasser tinted
contact lenses help outdoors.
Indoors, it is important to place
lights for reading over a shoulder
rather than in front.
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Near or far far-sightedness or near | Various opticahids are helpful to
sightedness sightedness people with albinism including
Usually with bifocals, strong prescription reading
astigmatismor glasses and bioptics* (glasses whig
some blurriness have small telescopes mounted on
Foveal No normal development| See photophobia

hypoplasia of the inside surface of

the eye that receives
light- known as the retinge

Optic nerve nerve signals from the | None
misrouting retina to the brain do not
follow the usual nerve
routes

Table 5: Aspects of PWA vision resulting in overall legal blindness (from
www.albinism.org)

Legal protection of PWA as Persons With Disability

Tanzania law on disability is currently broad enough to recognize PWA as a group of
persons with disability. The primary legal instrument in this regéhd Persons with
Disability Act (2010) defines disability to include “‘the loss or limitation of
opporidzy AGASE G2 GF1S LINIG Ay y2NNYIf ““ATS
PWA have a physical limitation, namely visual and skin impairments that hampers
their opportunities to participate in a normal lifélhis is especially true isub
SaharanAfrica where poverty and lack of information exacerbates the limitations of
albinism. It is thus evident that the definition in tiet easily spans PWA. That said,
despite thepotential of the Act to protect PWA, the reality is that tiperported
protectionis rarelyapplied ormaterialized.

The same can be said in every other country of the re§i®WA insubsaharan
Africa for the most part are still struggling to be recognized as a grbpprsons with
disabilities. A chronic lack of understandinigtloe condition and an unwillingness of
disability service providers to accept PWA as a part of the community of persons with
disabilities are major hindrances to PWA benefitting from disability‘law
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9. Conclusions and
Recommendations

The historic ikreatment of PWA as sdiuman and supernaturalg for use in
witchcraft ¢ has resulted in widespread neglect in Tanzania sudSaharanAfrica.
While most African countriebave signed thédJN Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UN CRCYhe UN Conventioron the Rights of Persons with Disabilitigse
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Ctiileke normative structures are
limited until immediate actions are taken nationally and internationally in the
following key areas

9.1 Recommendations for Tanzania
Census of PWA

1 This is one of the greatest strengths of any government in tackling murder.
Knowing basic information of each PWA such as name, afab&th, name of
parents, residential information etdprms the basis for an effective tracking
system. The danger of gu a system is thaif is essentially a onstop-shop
for potential killers of PWA.

1 One way to overcome this danger is to conduct the census with an independent
but internationally trustworthy group that will not only do the woefficiently
but also securelyThis trustedadministrator of the census should also be a
group that can store the data safely and serve as a secure bank from which
permitted groups, organizations and government may securely access the data
while being leld accountable for having such acce$bte UN could be the
described administrator in this regard

Improve IDP Strategy and Security at Centres

1 Tanzania needs to improve on the current IDP process of relocelifdyen
with albinismto schoos for children with special needs. These centres need
immediate attention irthe following areas

0 secure fencing and the hiring of trustworthy armed guards
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o internal tracking system for monitoring thvehereabouts of each PWA
over-crowding

additional personnel who witlcurrent personnéought to be trainedo
understand albinism

sunprotective clothing andunscreen lotion for PWA

shaded outdoor spaces for protection from the sun

end to abuseg physical, psychological and sexual

separating adult IDP residences from children residences

o O

O O OO

Legal

A Add albinism to interpretive instruments and commentaries to lededts
including theConstitution The Persons With Disabilities AttTanzania (2010)
and othersimilarlegal instrumentsThe mention of the condition of albinism as
a disability in court cases wouddsobe useful here.

A Quickly, thorought and lawfully investigate, prosecusnd where applicable,
punish crimes against PWA

A Encourage and protedmformantsand witnesses

A Use other justiceelated systems that are more culturakensitive to
prosecuteand preventwitchcraft-related crimes.

Fund social programs aimed at supporting PWA

1 Fund and encouragere-existingas well asnew disability servinggroups to
extend ther efforts to PWA. Funding needednot only to provide disability
support services for PWA bulso for programs that will educate the general
population on the disabling aspects of albinism aneémtrench acceptance of
PWAIn the community of personsith disabilities.

Health

1 A scheme to mvide or supplysunscreen at little or no cost to PW#&urgently
needed especially in rurareas. This can be achieved in the following ways
0 Support groupsthat locally produce sunscreen. Fexample, cancel
import duty on raw materials
0 Also cancelimport duty on surscreen lotion made abroad so that
delivery to endusers may be expedited.
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0 Useof itinerant nurse and other health practitioners to educate new
mothers of PWA, especialig rural areason albinsm and how to care
for themselves including how to use ssoreen lotions.

o Normalize the accommodation necessary for the full participation of
PWA in the classroom. This includes permitting long sleeved uniforms,
and widebrimmed hats, the use of visuaida in the classroom and
exemption fran outdoor activities in the sun.

o Train bcal doctors orvisual rehabilitation and skin cancer treatmelitis
strongly recommended that this be included in the curricula ofdioal
professionals during their training

Education

1 Humanize PWA by the inclusion afbinism education in teachetraining
colleges This is important not only as part of specialized programs in disability
studies but in the general teach#émaining program.The relativelyhigher
frequency of albinism in Tanzania should be indication that training of
educators on both the science and social aspects of albinism is neces¥ary
suggest that the rédeaching ofsociety on the issuwill underminekillings and
discrimination.

1 Supply low vision apigets and aids for PWA in schoolMagnifiers and
monoculars as well as books and exams with large fonts are crucial for the
success of PWiA a general learning environment

Advocacy of intense and extensive quality

1 Intense and extensive publicropaigisusing public media includg TVradio,
bill boards, religious leaders and other similar community leaders especially in
rural areaswill be helpful in explaininthe scientific basis of albinism and to
endfatal and dangerous myths

1 Place more PWA imgh profile paitions so that society may see human dignity
in albinismand children with albinism may see a role model.



Children with Albinism in Africa: Murder, Mutilation and Violence 50

9.2 Recommendations for UN
We propose the UN to

Pressurize Tanzania and Other Countries with Reported Killings

1 Raise the issue witthe government of Tanzania on all possible occasions: From
visit of UNdelegatesto the countryi 2 ¢ F y T F YA Q& ! v ofdSNE
at the UN Human RightsoGncil

Mobilize strategic alliances with NGOs such as UTSS and the National
Government of Tanzania especially in these areas

Census Support

9 Assist Tanzania and other African countries with census on.HRAYide
support in the safekeeping of the information so that it is not used against the
personsit was designed to protect

Legal
1 Adding albinism to interpretive instruments and commentaries to UN
Conventions such as the UN CRPD.

Thematic Studies

1 AssistTanzania on thematic studies such as research on how best to prevent
the targeting of children and how to end the belief in dangerous myths all
together.

Internally Displaced Persons

1 Help the country to create an adequate and comprehensive system of
prevention of violence against children while developing an equally effective
system of respons® emergenciesncluding thelogistics and planningfor safe
IDP centres.

Advocacy

1 Useall appropriate mechanisnfsr advocacyncluding the production of
statements and discussion papers on the killings. A statertieatteffectively
speaks orbehalf of PWA will send a strong message to various leaders of
Africa, that the UN recognizes the issue.
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1 Set aside a day in the year to mankernational Day of Albinisito bring wide
awareness to the unique issues of persons with the gemetncition.
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Under The Same Sun - International HQ
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Tel: +604-336-8868

Under The Same Sun — Tanzania
Taasisi Road, Mikocheni B,
Kwa Warioba, PO Box 32837,
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
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Resources

Albino Killings are Muti Killings, framttp://www.underthesamesun.com/sites/default/files/Albindillings
are-Muti-Killings.pdf(June 16, 2012).

Basc map of Tanzania adapted framtp://www.msh.org/newsbureau/accrediteddrug-dispensineputlets-
in-tanzanial3-09-2009.cfm (June 16, 2012).

GaedldK .dzZAGAYy3IY ¢KS ¢NMHziK ! 62dzii tS2LX S 6AGK ! fOoAYA
http://www.underthesamesun.com/sites/default/files/UT SRochureMyth-Busting.pdf (June 16, 2012).

National Organization of Albinism and Hypopigmentatioitp://www.albinism.org/

Photo: Albinism Worldwide, CourtesyRickGuidotti of PositiveExposurewww.positiveexposure.org

Photo of children on page ,Zourtesy of Mafalda Sotn Regional Dermatology Training Centre (RDTC) at
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre (KCMC) Moshi (Tanzaria\\2 LI2 & £ F2NJ 0 KS 9y KI y (
2F GKS [20Ft {dzyaONBSy t NP RdAzOurkpbfishedy AG G ws5¢/

Reporters Without Bordersittp://en.rsf.org/pressfreedom-index2011-2012,1043.html

Further details for teachers and educators of PWA are available in a smatbeasyd handbook: QUICK
GUIDE for TEACHERS availalétad/www.underthesamesun.com/esourcegJune 16, 2012).

'NO 1= &l SNXYIyale tdzRfF] {8YRNRYSZ&l G KGOGGLIYKkKkE66DHEOAYAS
" HermanskyPudlak Network Inchttp://www.hpsnetwork.org/en/hpsinformation/characteristics(June 10, 2012).

" Regional Dermatology Training Centre (RDTC) at Kilimanjaro @&@hN&tdical Centre (KCMC) Moshi (Tanzania),

Gt NeLIRalf F2NJ GKS 9y KIFIyOSYSyd FyR {dzZLLR2 NI 2F GKS3un{ 201 ¢
published]

YIFNAOLY /2YYAGGSS 2F 9ELISNIAa 2y (KS wNoEnithe | yR 2 Sf FI NE
I 2YYSY2N): GA2Yy 2F (GKS 51& 2F GKS 'FNAOIY [/ KAfR 2y wmMc Wdz
5Aal oAt AGASAY ¢KS 5dzie (2 tNRGSOGET wS&aLIlS oGz t NBY2GS |yl
http://www.scribd.com/doc/89298837/Concephote-Day-of-the-AfricanChild2012(June 16, 2012).

YCruzLy A 323 ! I [ FRATAY&A1AS .3 3 {SGKAZ ! o a! Damah &Y Ay
Clin29 (2011) at 81.

"' See RDTC at note 3

" Quote is fromWhite and Black: Crimes of ColpArUTSS Documentary, at 00.25.30 to 00.26.08 , see
http://www.underthesamesun.com/node/193(Junel0, 2012).

" UTSS Interview in 2009 with Dr. Sandu, an anthropologist and Caretaker of the Bujora Museum in Mwanza who also
serves as Priest at Bujora Cathedral.

*Interview with Dr. Sandu at note viii.

Le{{ a!foAy2 YAt Ay hip/iwNBindetdeSainesihkdmisites/dd@i/files/Alingilidgs
are-Muti-Killings.pd{June 10, 2012).

“UTSS Interview with Alex Munyere, Chairmahin® Association of Kenya. Video recorded by UTSS in Kenya, 2011.
ME8S FT2NJSEFYLXS a{OFLS3A2FGAYy3a GKS YvY2ald @dzZ ySNIoftS Ay
I OO0dzal GA2ya 1 dzNI GKS a2ali =*dzf ySNIfAmeBca,/, KAt RNBY Ay 285aid:z



http://www.underthesamesun.com/sites/default/files/Albino-Killings-are-Muti-Killings.pdf
http://www.underthesamesun.com/sites/default/files/Albino-Killings-are-Muti-Killings.pdf
http://www.msh.org/news-bureau/accredited-drug-dispensing-outlets-in-tanzania-13-09-2009.cfm
http://www.msh.org/news-bureau/accredited-drug-dispensing-outlets-in-tanzania-13-09-2009.cfm
http://www.underthesamesun.com/sites/default/files/UTSS-Brochure-Myth-Busting.pdf
http://www.albinism.org/
http://www.positiveexposure.org/
http://en.rsf.org/press-freedom-index-2011-2012,1043.html
http://www.underthesamesun.com/resources
http://www.hpsnetwork.org/en/hps-information/characteristics
http://www.scribd.com/doc/89298837/Concept-Note-Day-of-the-African-Child-2012
http://www.underthesamesun.com/node/193
http://www.underthesamesun.com/sites/default/files/Albino-Killings-are-Muti-Killings.pdf
http://www.underthesamesun.com/sites/default/files/Albino-Killings-are-Muti-Killings.pdf
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http://www.voanews.com/content/witchcraftaccusationsharmfukHto-childrenrin-west-and-centratafrica-

98835474/161594.html, (June 10, 2012)

It P NFLIKNIF AS FNBY {AYS2y aSal | A dAntedndtidnal Gokir@eNdf Bacioldgy add ( K S
Anthropologyol.1(8) pp 13238, December 2009.at p.132. Full quote is as follows:

Witchcraft may be described & G KS YSRAdzY GGKNRdAdAK gKAOK fAFS Aa SEL
everyday conversation, gossip or a way of speaking and means of handliwdiay ambiguities or means of allocating
responsibility, branding scapegoats for misfortundsniating rivals and competitors. It also explains, rationalizes and
makes plausible accusations out of envy, jealousy, greed, hatred, rivalry, vengeance or misunderstanding or
YAAAYTFT2NYI GA2yS aGNFYAYySR NBflFdGA2yas LREAGAOFE FYyR S02y:
“IRbE &/ KAfR 2AGOKONI FG !'ffS3rGAz2ya 2y (K S-ChidwicBcEaft 6 Kiaal
allegationson-the-rise(March 26, 2012).

 See UTSS at note x.

“t Sg C2NMzYXI &L Y LI2hti/iwyvopewidin.om/SxecutAds@mymargislamand-christianityin-sub-
saharanrafrica.aspx(March 26, 2012).

*Child Witchcraft Allegations on the Rise,™” http://www.irinnews.org/ReportBIRIGHTE hildwitchcraft-
allegationson-the-rise Accessed March 26, 2012

“"Three years later, the Constituency of Lindi in southwest Tanzania elected their Member of Parliament with albinism,
Bharwani Khalfan.

T YRSNI ¢KS {FYS {dzyI &2 Keé RAR . NYzlrndérstahding Alfhdm, Yegué Klokly 3 & | |
April 2012 at p.4.

“2 At f w2adx ayYSyeélry ! NNBadGSR F2NJ ! GaGSYLIGAy3 (2 w{sStftQ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/news/2010/08/100817_albino_xn_sl.shi@@line 16, 2012)

' Republic v. Mboje Mawand 3 othersCAT Crim. Appeal No. 86 Of 2010, at Tahaitad h Speech of Judge John

Utamwa, President dPresident of the Judges and Magistrates Association of Tanzania (JMAT), Speech at the Seminar on
6! YRSNAGEFYRAY3I ! f0AyA&aYE KOBNokembef 20YIAt AYEFy 2l NB | &FGdh | 20!
“"'Masumbuko et al v. Republic BanzaniaIn the Court of Appeal of Tanzania, at Tabora, June 8 & 11, 2010 per
Ramadhani, C.J.

"' Masumbuko et alat note xxii, p. 4.

Masumbuko et al, at note xxii, p. 36.

TheState v. Sunday Onwochei etadlthe High Court of Justice, Delta StategéMiag¢ OgwashiUku Judicial Division,
February 16, 2005 per Justice I.E. Ogbodu

*'The State v. Sunday Onwochei eainote xxv, p.12.

"The State v. Sunday Onwochei eainote xxv, p.14.

“ile §§ ql toAy2 DANI YARY LaNioh, F yR YAff SR Ay . dzZNHzyRAé DKI
http://news1.ghananation.com/vivvo_general/2537&8bino-girl-kidnappedand-killed-in-burundi.html (June 16, 2012);

lfa2 aS&ykynwihpaIKGa wSLER2NILY . dzNHzyRAE G {SOGA2YyY € wSalLIS«
2F [ATSZ¢ | { Hitg/winEstake §AIh/dNEHsKBpyADD/af/13594 1.htm, (June 16, 2012)

™ Simeon Mesaki, at note Xiii.

Simeon Mesaki at note Xiii

XXiV

XXV

XXVii

XXX

o dntroductory Note by the Representative of the Secret@gneral on Internally Displaced Persons, Mr. Francis M.
5Sy3aszé¢ Dt 2 aitpt/wvBatidipduidinggriSckles.orgat p. 5, (June 16, 2012).

M pL/9C YR '¢{{= a{SEdzZf !'!06dAS /I asa wSLRNISR Ay ! aas
Children with Albinismand OthérK A f RNBY A GK 5AaloAftAGASazZé | wSLERNI (2
Training (MoEVT), May 26, 2011.

“**"This is the only case in which UTSS was not directly involved

CVEL LAY { I @Sa !t 0Ay 2 http:Adblik.dmigEn-wbrhBpdinsavisdBino &k anirdassdre
death/249734(June 16, 2012).

e 2 YSNI %l NOKAY S Gl dzyGiSR Ay L@2NE /2Fadz 'foAy2 [ KAfR |
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/huntedin-ivory-coastalbino-child-and-parentsgrantedasylumin-israet

1.384727 (June 10, 2012).

M 88 1 dzy i SR AY L@2NE /2F&aiXé G y2G68S EEEQO®



http://www.voanews.com/content/witchcraft-accusations-harmful-to-children-in-west-and-central-africa-98835474/161594.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/witchcraft-accusations-harmful-to-children-in-west-and-central-africa-98835474/161594.html
http://www.pewforum.org/executive-summary-islam-and-christianity-in-sub-saharan-africa.aspx
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