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WHAT’S NEWS AT UTSS:
Historic Global Celebration of Albinism - June 13, 2015, will see a worldwide celebration of the
first UN sanctioned International Albinism Awareness Day (IAAD). UTSS will be celebrating this day in
Tanzania, at the UN in Geneva and at the 25th World Congress of Dermatology in Vancouver.
On November 18, 2014, due to advocacy by Under The Same Sun and
cooperation with various UN bodies, (specific thanks to Ambassador
Yusuf Mohamed Ismail Bari-Bari of Somalia and members of the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights) a third historic
resolution on albinism was adopted by vote by the UN General
Assembly in New York. In this resolution, the UN has declared June
13 as International Albinism Awareness Day (commencing 2015)
which welcomes increased international attention, and recognizes
the importance of increasing awareness and understanding of
albinism in order to fight against global discrimination and stigma
against persons with albinism.
An angel of mercy finds UTSS: In April of 2015, Elissa Montanti, Founder and Director of The Global Medical Relief Fund (GMRF www.gmrfchildren.org) in New York reached out to the children with
albinism in Tanzania who had survived amputations due to machete attacks. In her initial email she
said:
“I came across an article and learned about the
horrific mutilation happening of children with
albinism. It’s just awful!! I’m looking for someone to
help me make contact with the parents of children
who are the victims of this atrocity. I can help with
providing prosthetic arms and legs. My partner in
effort is the wonderful Shriners hospital for children.
My charity provides the transportation, visa, room
and board at no cost and the hospital, surgery (if
needed) prosthetics and re-hab. The children we
help stay in our program until 21, meaning we bring
them back as they out grow their prosthetic and
need a new fitting. I would love to help a child or as
many as we could.”

This June, UTSS will be sending 5 children for new functional prosthetic arms. They are:

BARAKA COSMAS RUSAMBO – 6 year old boy with
albinism lost his right hand on March 07, 2015, in a
witchcraft-related attack.

MWIGULU MATONANGE – 12 year old boy with albinism
was attacked on 15 February, 2013. His left arm was
chopped off above the elbow.

EMMANUEL FESTO – 16 year old boy with albinism who
at age 7 survived a brutal machete attack on November
12, 2007. His left arm was hacked off above the elbow, the
fingers of his right hand were chopped off.

PENDO SENGEREMA - 16 year old girl with albinism was
attacked on August 5, 2014. Her right arm hacked off at
the elbow.

KABULA NKALANGO – 18 year old girl with albinism
who survived a wicked machete attack on April 26, 2010,
at the age 13. Her entire right arm was hacked off just
below the shoulder.

A hero has fallen: On March 27, 2015, a terrorist bomb blast in Mogadishu, Somalia, hit the hotel of
Somali Ambassador to Switzerland Yusuf Mohamed Ismail Bari-Bari. He died in hospital shortly after.
His selfless, heroic efforts at the UN lead the charge for the first
3 human rights resolutions representing persons with albinism.
Some of the very last words ever spoken by Ambassador Yusuf
to UTSS were on the day of his death. He was celebrating the
UN adoption of the 4th resolution in an email where he said;
“Indeed the noble cause of the protection and promotion of the
rights of our Sisters and Brothers with Albinism worldwide is
also mine and I’m deeply committed to it forever.” He will remain
forever in our memory as a hero and honourary PWA.

On March 26, 2015, a fourth historic UN resolution on
albinism was adopted by their Human Rights Council in
Geneva. This was due to UTSS’ advocacy and cooperation with
various UN bodies including the Africa Group of countries and
particularly the Ambassador of Sierra Leone, Yvette Stevens,
and her delegates. The resolution titled “Independent Expert
on the Enjoyment of Human Rights of persons with albinism”
appoints an independent expert to investigate abuses suffered
by persons with albinism worldwide.

Nations Unite: On March 17, 2015, an open letter was sent to the president of Tanzania, His Excellency
Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, expressing the collective concern of numerous embassy officials in Tanzania
regarding the safety and well-being of persons with albinism in the months leading up to the October
2015 Tanzania elections.
It was signed by Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
EU, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland,
Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, UK and USA. This initiative came
as a result of the Jan 29, 2015, meeting at
The Canadian High Commission in Tanzania
who hosted a meeting with UTSS and foreign
ambassadors for an update on the crisis facing
persons with albinism.

A few highlights from our last trip to Tanzania:
January, 2015
Survivor of attack receives toe-to-thumb transplant surgery: We were
able to visit with Emmanuel (Emma) Festo on Jan 24, 2015, at his school
after his recovery from a toe-to-thumb transplant surgery on Oct 28, 2014,
in Uganda. It was performed by Vancouver surgeon, Dr. Mark Hill. Emma
is thriving at school and we were thrilled to see the progress he has made
since the surgery. He will undergo a second, more complex, toe-to-thumb
surgery on his hand this summer in North America.

Peter Ash breaks out into a spontaneous prayer for
all the students with albinism in our Education Program
at Lake View English Medium School in Mwanza. Each
student received a touch from his hand as he prayed over
them for their safety, wellbeing and future development.

UTSS receives a marching band welcome when we visited the
students with albinism in our Education Program at Mingas English
Medium Primary School in Shinyanga, Tanzania. The children are
thriving in this school environment and our spirits were lifted by their
genuine smiles. Click here to see the marching band welcome!

Our hearts sink as we visit Buhangija on Jan 26,
2015, 1 of over 20 government residential school
with very poor living conditions; this one holding
well over 200 children with albinism. Some of the
children have been in schools like this one for over
7 years now with no future plans on the part of the
government to reintegrate them with their families
and community. They have become “internally
displaced persons” within their own country.

On every trip UTSS visits survivors of attack:
Masalu Masaka (18) tells UTSS about her attack.
In February of 2014, 17 year old Masalu Masanja was gang-raped by
five men. She contracted 2 STDs and became pregnant from the rape.
In November of 2014 she gave birth to a baby girl without albinism.
She does not know who the father of her child is. Her ordeal was made
worse by the fact that Masalu is also speech impaired, with minimum
ability to make audible sounds, rendering her unable to cry for help.

Pendo Sengerema tells UTSS about her attack.
On August 5, 2014, 15 year old Pendo Sengerema survived
a gruesome attack at her home while having supper with
her family. As three men attacked her, she recalls that it
was the second machete strike that separated her right
arm just below the elbow.
In addition, there have been several other recent attacks:
• On May 14, 2015, a 34 year old woman with albinism by the name of Limi Luchoma suffered a
witchcraft-related machete attack and lost her right arm just below the elbow. She was attacked by
3 men in the Katavi Region of Tanzania.
• On March 07, 2015, a six year old boy with albinism by the name of Baraka Cosmas Rusambo lost
his right hand in a witchcraft-related attack in the Rukwa Region of western Tanzania.
• On February 17, 2015, the mutilated remains of a 1 year old baby boy with albinism by the name
of Yohana Bahati were discovered a few kilometers from his home in the Geita Region of Tanzania.
• On December 27, 2014, a 4 year old girl with albinism by the name of Pendo Emmanuel was
abducted in the Mwanza Region, Tanzania. She has not been seen since.
UTSS was received by Tanzania’s Polycarp Cardinal Pengo
on January 30, 2015, to discuss the roll of the Catholic Church
regarding the future wellbeing of people with albinism in their
country.
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